Fundamentals of Assessing Students with Special Needs

Some of My Experiences in Teaching and Assessing Students with Special Needs

Teaching Deaf/Blind Children 


I taught deaf/blind students for three and one-half years. I learned to use the 


diagnostic-prescriptive teaching process during this time.  

The Independent Living Project for Deaf/Blind Teenagers


This was an exciting and innovative project at the Florida School for the Deaf and 

the Blind. I learned how to use functional assessment of employability and daily 


living skills as a member of the project team for three years. 

Process-Based Assessment


I am currently learning about the new process-based assessment procedures for 


identifying and measuring the progress of children with learning disabilities. This 


is a relatively new form of diagnostic-prescriptive teaching often called 



curriculum-based measurement and response-to-instruction.

Defining Assessment

Assessment is the process of using tests and measurements to make educational 
decisions. The decision making process is the key element in the definition. We strive to 
make decisions based-
on the test score and measurement data results that help us help 
students. We endeavor to avoid decisions that hurt and discourage students and their 
parents. 


To Sit Beside 

The word “assess” has roots in the Latin word “assessus,” meaning “to sit 
beside.” As 
teachers engage in assessment in this sense every day in our classrooms. Whether we 
literally sit beside one student or teach with an entire class, assessment is the same basic 
process. When we make observations and gather information to gauge what students 
know or can do we undertake a process of assessment (From Odyssey Magazine, 
Gallaudet University) 
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1. Similarities in Assessing All Students 

In many cases assessing students with special needs is the same or very similar to 
assessing all students. There are more similarities than differences. Often the differences 
are small with only a few changes. Whenever possible we should use the same 
assessments with all students.
2. Assessment is Essential

It is necessary and important. It helps us help students. How? Assessment assists us in 
identifying present levels of performance, identifying strengths and weaknesses, 
designing intervention programs, and monitoring student progress. 
3. Continuous Assessment 

The best assessment is continuous or ongoing. Static, non-continuous assessment is not as 
helpful. 
4. Assessment is complex 

Tests and assessments are often complicated and complex. This occurs for several 
reasons. There are many levels of assessment and numerous tests. Assessment has 
developed from many influences including psychology, medicine, educational 
measurement, politics, policy making, ethics, and professional standards. Assessment 
involves the use of numbers including test scores which can be difficult to interpret. Even 
the experts sometimes become confused about the meaning of some test scores. Strict 
laws and regulations mandate how we use tests. These are designed to protect students 
and to insure the provision of the best possible educational and related services. 
5. Assessment Continues to Change

Assessment continues to change in new and often exciting ways including new and 
revised tests, improved assessment strategies, changing accountability requirements, and 
new legal requirements.  
5. Use More Than One Assessment

We should use more than one assessment especially when making important decisions
7. Assessments Include Formal and Informal Measures 

Assessment includes formal and informal tests, processes, procedures, and strategies. 
Formal assessment emphasizes standardized testing. Informal measurement focuses more 
on measuring and monitoring student progress in the curriculum. 
7. Assessment is a Tool 

Education is about teaching and learning not assessment, but assessment in a tool we use 
in the teaching and learning process to help us help our students grow, develop, learn, 
progress, achieve, and have success. 
Inspirational Fundamentals 

Put yourself in your students’ shoes

Individualize your assessment and instruction

Believe your students with special needs have great potential

Assessment grading student papers and tests with precision is a sacrifice and a gift

Love and accept your students with special needs


Mrs. Thompson – An Inspirational Teacher’s Story (www.eslincanada.com/stories.html)

